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86TH CONGRESS,
2d Session.

l

S

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { REPoR·r
No. lOB.

BARROW, PORTER & CO.
[To accompany Bill H. R. No. 1019.]

MARCH

2, 1861.

Mr. WooDSON, from the Committee on Indian Aff~irs, made the following

.REPORT.
The Committee on Indian .Affairs, to whom was referred tlie petition of
Barrow, Porter&: Co., praying to be indemnified for losses sustained
by depredatfons committed by the NavaJo, Cosinas, and Mohave In·
dians, beg leave to report :
That it appears from the evidence that the said company, in the
year 1858-'59, were engaged as contractors to carry the mail on route
No. 15050, from Kansas City, Missouri, to Stockton, in California,
under a contract duly executed with the United States, and that they
were so eng~ged when the losses complained of occurred. It appears
from the evidence that on the 20th day of January, 1859, the Navajo
tribe of Indians, near Zuni, on said route, took and carried off from
the mail conductors fourteen mules, worth $200 each; that about the
same time they were again robbed, near the San 'Francisco mountains
by the Cosinas Indians, of two mules, worth. $200 each, and had ~
wagon burned by them, at the same time, worth $150; that on the
15th of May, 1859, near the San Francisco mountains, they were again
robbed, by the same Indians, of three mules, worth $200 each. That
on the 20th day of July, 1859, at the crossing of the Colorado, the
Mohave Indians robbed said conductors of nineteen head of mules,
worth $200 each, and one horse worth $100, after having killed one
of the herders ; and on the day following the same Indians, near the
same place, attacked the camp of said company, killed one mule, drove
off two others, each worth $200, destroyed one wagon and harness,
· worth $250, and destroyed a large amount of provisions, worth $1,000.
The whole amount of damage sustained by said company in consequence of such depredations, as establis4ed by the testimony, is $9,600.
The intercourse act of 1834 provides that the government . of the
United States guarantees eventual indemnity in just such cases as this,
when the depredations were committed by Indians in amity with the
United States, where there are no annuities due to such Indians, and
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where the party damaged does not attempt to retaliate upon the
Indians.
Your committee find that the tribes of Indians who committed the
depredations had made treaties of amity with the United States ; and
although they were engaged in robbing and depredating, generally,
upon travellers, they should be considered in amity, within the meaning of the act of 1834. They also find that every effort was made to
obtain redress from the Indians, through their agent, but that none
of the property was or has been recovered. They also find that the
clause in the intercourse act of 1834, that guarantees eventual indemnity in such cases, was repealed on the 28th of February, 1859, and
are of opinion that the petitioners should be allowed only for such
depredations as were committed prior to the 28th of February, 1859,
which they fin_d amounts to $3,450. This amount they believe to be
justly due to the petitioners under the intercourse act of 1834, and .
have, therefore, reported the accompanying bill for their relief.

